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A bus tour was held to see Seki swordsmithing, and try Mino—washi paper making.

P2~3 HYITAHI =7 REZFELDIFTE Gathering with students from University of California, Davis
P4 FILR/NVHEIBZE-BHKIERE Moldovan cooking class / Disaster Preparedness event

P5 DT NTHERBENEERE -, £RN\RYT—
Educators & Official from Uddevalla visit Okazaki / Bus tour to Seki & Mino
P6 FyyhHO-0IARRE Chat Salon / OIA Gathering
P7 S ETT AT 4/N)L-2EEFEE  Multicultural Festival / Language courses
P8 HE15HE  Announcements
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15 visitors — including students and instructor, etc. — from University of California, Davis in the United
States came to Okazaki for one month. Activities during their stay included studying Japanese culture, an
OIA hosted bus tour and dinner party, etc.
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Program

Hold My Hand

Hello, my name is Celine Yu. This is my third year being a part of the Japanese Pop Culture Course, but it still brings something

new to the table. The people here in Okazaki are so nice and welcoming, the city is beautiful, and the program is very educational.
This year is special. We spent the last four weeks learning to dance for the performance to celebrate Okazaki’s 100th birthday. It was
tough to balance everything, but in the end it was truly worth it.

| feel very grateful to be able to return here and see people again. | hope the program continues for a long time so American
students can come to Okazaki and learn about Japanese culture and traditions. Visiting Okazaki is a great way to experience genuine
kindness of Japan. Through open lecturers this year, we met a lot of locals and made new friends. | will cherish the moments with
people in Okazaki for the rest of my life. Thank you very much for this wonderful opportunity.

Celine Yu
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On July 24, 2016 volunteer groups held a cooking class on Moldovan Cuisine. Participants learned about
Moldovan culture and home cooking.
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The Okazaki Brazilian Association held a disaster pre-
paredness event and social gathering on September
11, 2016. In addition to food and entertainment there
was a presentation of first aid methods and tips for
facing disaster related injuries, a display of photos
from the Kumamoto earthquake, and more.
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November 1-3, 2016. Two high school educators and a city employee from Uddevalla, Sweden visited
Okazaki. They observed classes at Okazaki Commercial High School to research how economics and
entrepreneurship are taught in Japan.
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On November 6, 2016 the OIA held a bus tour for foreigners and members to interact. Participants
experienced a variety of Japanese traditions such as observing sword making in the city of Seki.
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An English conversation chat salon with instructors from the United Kingdom, the United States, and the

Philippines was held on November 13, 2016.
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nOn December 10, 2016, a get-
' together for OIA members was
'held at Tatsumigaoka Kaikan.
' The first portion of the event
'was a lecture by a dancer from
'India, and the second portion
'was a party held to deepen
'fellowshlp between members.
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' The annual multicultural festival was held on January 29,
12017 in the Tatsumigaoka Kaikan main hall.

' There were performances from various countries, and a variety : &
of customary foods for sale by local foreign community
organizations.

OIA sponsored 19 conversation courses for the 2016 fiscal year in 7 languages - English, Chinese, Span-
ish, Italian, Portuguese, Korean, and French - which drew many participants. Thank you all very much.
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.Language courses for 2017 fiscal year will begin soon. Courses available in 7 languages: English, Chinese, Spanish,

| Italian, Portuguese, Korean, and French.
' Schedule: Approximately 40 classes in a year (or about 25 for Italian), running from April 2017 to March 2018.
' Location: Tatsumigaoka Kaikan
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