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Hello! My name is Kimberly Procida and I am from the
University of California, Davis. I am staying with twenty other
students here in Okazaki. We are studying Japanese traditional
and popular culture for four weeks. On our second day here we
took a tour around the beautiful city of Okazaki. I really
enjoyed visiting the city hall and asking questions about how
city council meetings work. It was eye-opening to compare
American and Japanese politics. I was also very honored that
Masaharu Shinkai, the Okazaki City Council Chair, made time
to meet and have dinner with us. The Okazaki locals were all
wonderful. It was fun talking to the people of okazaki about
local landmarks and Japanese culture. Even when my friends
and I were just wandering around the city, everyone has been
really helpful in giving us directions. This is my fourth trip to
Japan, but I have yet to meet a nicer group of people. I am
looking forward to interacting with more Okazaki locals in the
next three weeks!
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