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40th-Anniversary of the Sister City Affiliation
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.The City of Okazaki wanted to establish a sister city relationship
with a city in the Kingdom of Sweden due to its neutrality and
outstanding welfare system. The Embassy of Sweden in Tokyo
introduced Uddevalla which is famous for its granite, just like Okazaki.
The proposed sister city affiliation was approved by the Okazaki City
Council on May 28, 1968. On September 17, the official delegation
from Okazaki visited Uddevalla and signed the official

declaration at City Hall.
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When Okazaki was looking for a sister city in the Kingdom of Sweden,
one of the leading welfare states in the world, we were introduced to
Uddevalla, a city that is built on granite, just like Okazaki.

It has been forty years since we signed the sister city declaration on
September 17, 1968, but it hasn’t always been easy due to the distance
separating our two cities. However, our relationship became more active
after our 30th anniversary 10 years ago and as of 1999, a delegation from
Okazaki has visited Uddevalla every three years.

When the World Exposition was held in Aichi in 2005, we took this
opportunity to start an exchange program for junior high school students
from both cities.

To celebrate the 40th anniversary of the sister city affiliation, a large
delegation from Okazaki made up of junior high school students, essay
contest winners, a friendship tour group and the official city delegation
visited Uddevalla in October. We also welcomed an official delegation from
Uddevalla in December.

This commemorative booklet is a record of the exchange that has taken
place between our two cities over the past forty years. I also hope it will
help to give the citizens of Okazaki a greater understanding of Uddevalla.
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No doubt we live in an international world. If we are going to solve our
economic and environmental problems, we have to work together, and
when this cooperation takes place it is an advantage to know each other, for
example as sister cities. Then, if not sooner, we will find out that we have
so much in common. The differences in culture and tradition will hopefully

enrich and improve our mutual understanding.

We indeed appreciated our visit to Okazaki. We had a wonderful time.
The interesting days were very valuable for our exchange.

Hopefully the mutual gifts of stone sculptures will also let people in our
cities be reminded of the long and solid friendship between Okazaki and
Uddevalla.

Now we have been sister cities for 40 years. It is quite impressive that we
have had exchange for so many years. We start the next period in a very
good mood and with great expectations of a successful future for our
cooperation.
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Highlights - 1999-2008
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Highlights - 1999-2008
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Three representatives from Uddevalla including Executive Committee Chairman
" Lennart Bjork visited Okazaki from April 5. They saw the cherry blossom festival, and
visited the Okazaki City Museum and the Iyeyasu and Mikawa Bushi Museum.

On September 3 the “Jazz in Autumn” event was held at the Meitetsu Okazaki
Hotel and three members of the Bohuslén Big Band performed.

The Bohuslidn Big Band was invited to perform at the Civic Center to commemorate
the 35th anniversary of the sister city affiliation. They also gave a clinic for local
junior high school students. Mr. Stellan Hedendahl also visited Okazaki with the
group and the City of Okazaki was presented with three landscape paintings from the
City of Uddevalla.
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CTOWH Princess Victoria of Sweden and Mr. Thomas Ttros, Swedish

" Minister of Industry and Trade, visited the World Exposition for Swedish

National Day on April 6, 2005. On the following day, they visited Umezono
Elementary School and participated in Japanese calligraphy, international
understanding activities and enjoyed a picnic lunch with students under the
blooming cherry blossom trees.

From June 11 to July 25 the “HOME SWEDish Home” was held at the
Community Satellite Office to introduce Swedish lifestyle.

From July 19 to 21, 7 members of the Okazaki City Council visited
Uddevalla and investigated care and welfare for the elderly and the prevention
of the declining birthrate and aging population.

The first ever group of junior high school students visited Okazaki from
September 16 to 23. They visited the World Exposition, local elementary
schools and participated in home stay.
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Highlights - 2008
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A 7 member group of essay contest winners visited Uddevalla from October 26
" to November 2. They participated in home stay and cultural exchange with the
citizens of Uddevalla.
A friendship group with 11 members also visited Uddevalla from October 26 to
November 2.
A 6 member delegation, led by Mayor Shibata visited Uddevalla from October
25 to 30 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the sister city affiliation.
Okazaki presented Uddevalla with a stone lantern. The official delegation also
attended the opening of an exhibition of art works by Okazaki citizens and visited

local facilities.
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A 6 member delegation, led by Ralph Steen, Chairman of the City
.Council and Sture Svennberg, Chairman of the Executive Board, visited
Okazaki from December 11 to 15. To commemorate the 40th anniversary of
the sister city delegation, Okazaki was presented with a stone fountain called
“The Way of Water”. The fountain is made of half of a large piece of
granite; the other half was made into a similar fountain and installed at a

daycare center in Uddevalla.

From December 12 to 14 the “Sweden Seminar in Libra” event was
held during which visitors could experience Swedish culture through events
such as the showing of Swedish films, lectures, a photographic exhibition,
and a stamp rally. Approximately 1,500 people participated in this lively
event and the ties between citizens were deepened.
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The 9-member delegation, led my Chairman of the City

.Council, Mr. Shibata, arrived in Uddevalla at 4pm on September

16, 1968. They received a warm welcome from City Council
Chairman, Mr. Einar Dahl, and other officials at the welcome
dinner. The next day, the delegation visited City Hall and signed
the sister city declaration at the city council offices. After
addresses from representatives from both cities, the declaration
was signed and sealed. Okazaki was the first city in Japan to
have a sister city relationship with a city in Sweden.
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In sune 1978 an 8-member delegation led by Mayor Uchida visited Uddevalla and in August Chairman of the Executive Committee, Mr.
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" Lennart Johansson, City Council Member, Mr. Carl-Magnus Brorstrom, and City Clerk, Mr. Hans Jeppsson visited Okazaki. They visited
local schools and participated in the summer festival in the evening—even dancing in the parade! On July 1, Swedish Ambassador to Japan
Mr. Bengt Odevall visited Okazaki and attended the city’s 62nd anniversary celebration and planted memorial trees in front of the Civic
Auditorium. Okazaki also welcomed Boo Nilsson, technical college student from Uddevalla, as an intern.
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A 15-member delegation, led by Mayor Nakane, visited Uddevalla from November ' -
A 15-member delegation, led by Mayor Nakane, visited Uddevalla from October 25 to 28, 1998 to commemorate the 30th Anniversary of

: 13, 1988 to commemorate the 20th Anniversary of the Sister City Affiliation. They

visited the new City Hall, energy corporation and Volvo factory. Okazaki presented the Sister City Affiliation. 1998 was also the 500th Anniversary of the City of Uddevalla and representatives from five other sister cities in

- — e Uddevalla witha “Light of Friendship”  stone lantern Europe visited Uddevalla, as did the King and Queen of Sweden. Okazaki presented Uddevalla with a stone friendship statue. An exhibition
' A 9-member delegation from Uddevalla including Chairman of the of art works by children and elderly of Okazaki was held at the old city hall.

Executive Committee, Mr. Lennart Johansson and City Clerk, Mr. Hans
Jeppson visited Okazaki from December 10. They visited City Hall, Okazaki
Castle, the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Mitsubishi factory and local
schools. A commemorative party was held on December 12 and was
attended by the Swedish Ambassador to Japan, Mr. Ove Heyman.

HJARTLIGT VALKOMMEN
TILL OKAZAKI
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Five representatives from Uddevalla, including City Council Chairman Mr. Alf
.Gillberg, visited Okazaki from October 5 to 9. They visited many municipal facilities

including the World Children’s Art Museum where an exhibition of artworks by
children from Uddevalla was being held.
Four lithographs were created by local Uddevalla artists to commemorate the

500th anniversary of the City of Uddevalla. These lithographs were presented to

2t

Okazaki at the 30th anniversary commemorative celebration on October 7th.
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